[image: ]The Ultimate Wedding Planning Checklist
A Complimentary Wedding Planning Guide from Alison Snow Celebrant
           Congratulations on your engagement!
Planning a wedding should be exciting, enjoyable and memorable. This checklist has been designed to help you stay organised, reduce stress and ensure that no important details are overlooked along the way.
Simply tick off each task as it is completed and remember to enjoy the journey!
[image: ]12–18 Months Before
Vision & Budget
☐ Announce your engagement – newspaper notice, email design or party
☐ Discuss your priorities as a couple - 
☐ Establish an overall budget 
☐ Decide who is contributing financially - include monies from each other as well as possible parents or grand-parents gifts depending how your family work
☐ Create a wedding savings plan, unless already created
☐ Start collecting inspiration and ideas
☐ Create a Pinterest board or mood board
☐ Decide on your preferred wedding style or theme[image: ]
Guest Numbers
☐ Draft a provisional guest list
☐ Discuss day guests and evening guests
☐ Consider accommodation requirements for all guest types
Venue

☐ Research venues 
☐ Arrange viewings of venues
☐ Book your ceremony venue
[image: ]☐ Book your reception venue (if separate)
☐ Pay deposits
☐ Confirm booking terms and cancellation 
     policies

Celebrant & Ceremony (See ‘The Ceremony’)
[image: ]☐ Decide whether to have a registrar or celebrant-led ceremony – research ceremony types from both    
     as they differ greatly
☐ Book your celebrant & pay booking fee
☐ Discuss ceremony ideas and vision
☐ Consider meaningful rituals and symbolic elements
☐ Explore ceremony locations (if separate from reception venue)

9–12 Months Before

Key Suppliers you will need to research. You may not use them all, but still worth checking them out.
☐ Photographer
☐ Videographer
☐ Caterer
☐ Florist
☐ Cake designer & maker
☐ Hair stylist
☐ Makeup artist
[image: ]☐ Entertainment / band / DJ
☐ Venue stylist
☐ Transport provider
☐ Wedding planner (if required)

Wedding Party

☐ Choose bridesmaids
☐ Choose groomsmen
☐ Ask flower girls/page boys
☐ Choose witnesses
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☐ Begin wedding dress shopping
☐ Choose suit styles
☐ Select bridal party outfits
[image: ]☐ Research accessories

6–9 Months Before
Invitations
☐ Design invitations
☐ Order invitations
☐ Create wedding website (optional)
☐ Send Save the Dates

Accommodation
☐ Reserve accommodation for key guests
☐ Research local accommodation options (to include in invitation pack)
[image: ]☐ Arrange honeymoon planning

Ceremony Planning
☐ Complete celebrant questionnaire
☐ Share your love story
☐ Discuss readings and poems
☐ Consider family involvement
☐ Begin writing personal vows (ask your celebrant for help if you need to)
☐ Choose ceremony music (band, DJ or both)


[image: ]4–6 Months Before
Food & Drink

☐ Finalise menu
☐ Arrange tasting session
☐ Consider dietary requirements
☐ Confirm drinks package


Flowers & Styling

☐ Finalise floral arrangements
☐ Decide on table décor
☐ Confirm colour palette
☐ Arrange ceremony styling


Wedding Rings
☐ Shop for wedding rings
[image: ]☐ Arrange engraving if desired

Beauty & Wellness
☐ Schedule hair trial
☐ Schedule makeup trial
☐ Finalise skincare plans

2–4 Months Before
Guest Management

☐ Send invitations
☐ Track RSVPs
☐ Follow up non-responders
☐ Confirm guest numbers


[image: ]Ceremony Details

☐ Finalise vows
☐ Confirm readings
☐ Confirm music selections                                                       

☐ Review ceremony script
☐ Confirm ceremony rituals
☐ Book Registrar Meeting (Legal)*


Logistics
☐ Confirm transport arrangements – bride, groom, bridesmaids etc
☐ Confirm accommodation bookings
[image: ]☐ Confirm supplier schedules

1 Month Before
Final Planning

☐ Final dress fitting
☐ Collect wedding attire
☐ Finalise seating plan
☐ Create place cards
☐ Confirm timings with all suppliers

☐ Prepare emergency kit (safety pins, medication, spare tights, mints, tissues etc)
☐ Confirm weather contingency plans

Legal Requirements
☐ Give legal notice of marriage
☐ Confirm registrar arrangements (if applicable)
☐ Prepare identification documents
2 Weeks Before

☐ Confirm final guest numbers
☐ Confirm catering requirements
☐ Pay outstanding balances
☐ Prepare speeches
☐ Pack honeymoon essentials
☐ Confirm supplier arrival times
☐ Provide final timeline to wedding party
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1 Week Before

☐ Collect rings
☐ Pack ceremony items
☐ Prepare vow cards
☐ Confirm rehearsal details
☐ Delegate wedding-day responsibilities
☐ Take some time to relax together
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The Day Before
☐ Deliver décor items to venue
☐ Lay out wedding attire
☐ Charge phones and cameras
☐ Get an early night
☐ Take a moment to reflect on your journey together

Wedding Day

☐ Eat breakfast
☐ Stay hydrated
☐ Take deep breaths
☐ Trust the plans you've made
☐ Be present in every moment
☐ Laugh often
☐ Celebrate wholeheartedly
☐ Marry your favourite person


Celebrant Ceremony Ideas (See ‘Your Ceremony’)
Consider incorporating:
☐ Personal vows – ask Celebrant to help with ideas if needed
☐ Handfasting – choose your own colours/cord/ribbons etc

☐ Unity candle ceremony
☐ Sand blending ceremony
☐ Ring warming
☐ Family blessing
☐ Wine box ceremony
☐ Tree planting
☐ Guest promises
[image: ]☐ Memorial tribute to loved ones
☐ Pet participation
☐ Cultural traditions


After the Wedding

☐ Send thank you cards
☐ Preserve bouquet
☐ Review suppliers
☐ Order wedding album
☐ Update legal documents if required
☐ Relive your memories and enjoy married life
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Notes & Ideas


































[image: ]                   Planning a wedding should feel joyful, not overwhelming.
If you're looking for a celebrant who will create a heartfelt, bespoke ceremony that tells your unique love story, I'd be delighted to help.
Alison Snow Celebrant
Creating meaningful ceremonies across Suffolk, Norfolk, the UK and beyond.
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[image: ]Alison Snow Celebrant
www.alisonsnowcelebrant.co.uk
info@alisonsnowcelebrant.co.uk
07799 807337


*The Legal requirements for getting married in England & Wales currently require you to have a legal marriage in front of a licensed religious person or registrar at your local council office. Many prefer to make this short (2+2 service circa £60), then have a celebrant create the personal and meaningful ceremony at your venue, which we all see promoted in magazines etc, as registrars are restricted by what they can perform and say, so celebrants have far more flexibility and are well worth researching too.

[image: ]Your Ceremony 

Some further details regarding your ceremony and what should be considered and discussed with your celebrant

1. The Ceremony Basics
☐ Choose your ceremony style (civil, religious, symbolic, elopement, or other)
☐ Decide on the date and time
☐ Confirm the ceremony location/venue
☐ Check any legal requirements or venue restrictions
☐ Create a backup plan for weather (if outdoors)
2. Your Celebrant (The Heart of Your Ceremony)
☐ Research and choose your celebrant early
☐ Arrange a consultation to discuss your vision and ideas
☐ Confirm availability for your chosen date & pay booking fee to confirm
☐ Discuss ceremony format, structure, and tone
☐ Share your love story, key memories, and readings
☐ Decide whether to write your own vows or maybe ask for guidance
☐ Approve and finalise your ceremony script from celebrant
☐ Confirm all legal documentation requirements
☐ Schedule a ceremony rehearsal (if desired)
3. Ceremony Content & Structure
☐ Entrance and music – who walks in first, and to what song?
☐ Welcome and introduction by the celebrant
☐ Readings, poems, or songs
☐ Decide if any elements such as rituals will be included – See Point 4
☐ Exchange of vows and rings
☐ Unity rituals (if desired)
☐ Pronouncement of marriage
☐ Signing of marriage schedule or certificate
☐ Exit music and procession
4. Personal Touches/Additional Elements
☐ Add meaningful readings or quotes
☐ Include a family or cultural tradition
☐ Write personal letters or gifts to exchange
☐ Consider a symbolic gesture




























This guide is the intellectual property of Alison Snow, Celebrant.
Any reproduction, distribution, or use, for any other event, or purpose—whether in part or in full—is strictly prohibited without prior written consent from the author.  Unauthorized use may result in legal action
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